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Indoor Air Quality and the Park Place Remodel 

What procedures can we expect to result in increased dust/dirt? At what point in the construction process will these occur? What will 
be done to control dust and dirt during construction? 

Demolition and drywall installation and sanding for finish of gypsum wall board (GWB) are activities which typically will produce 
dusty conditions, however the contractor will provide protection from these activities impacting building environments outside of the 
construction areas. 

The contractor will install temporary dust barriers to segregate dusty areas from occupied building space and will establish negative 
air pressure zones within dusty work areas to prevent dust migration into occupied areas. If needed, air filtering machines will be 
employed to provide further protection from dust migration into occupied spaces.

Finally, the Contractor has prepared and is following an Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Management Plan that is intended to reduce indoor 
air quality problems resulting from construction. The IAQ includes measures for HVAC protection, source control, pathway 
interruption, general housekeeping provisions and appropriate construction sequencing. 

Will there be air quality sampling during renovation? When and how often? How will EPA get access to the results?

Continuous air quality sampling is not planned or typically required in modern remodel projects. The dust control measures outlined 
in the response to Question 1 are usually sufficient to keep dust migration to a minimum, which makes continuous monitoring 
unnecessary.

As construction and furnishing of each floor comes to an end, an IAQ contractor will conduct air quality sampling which will be 
repeated after testing and balancing of the mechanical systems on the floor. The results will be reviewed and accepted by GSA prior 
to acceptance of the completed space and occupancy by EPA staff. 

New products (e.g., carpet, paint, and fabrics) often smell and release gases that could be a problem for sensitive people. What will 
be done to manage the off-gasing of new products before employees occupy their new spaces?

EPA has committed to achieving a number of LEED credits specific to minimizing the release of chemicals into the workplace. As a 
result, EPA has specified low-emitting materials be used for adhesives & sealants, paints & coatings, flooring systems, composite 
wood & agrifiber products, as well as in our systems furniture and seating. 

Also, an Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) contractor will conduct pretesting of the Indoor Air Quality prior to Test And Balance (TAB) of the 
HVAC system. Then, once TAB is completed, Final IAQ testing will be conducted, reviewed, and “signed off” prior to GSA acceptance 
of the spaces and prior to occupancy by EPA staff. 

We expect brief and limited periods when staff may be disrupted by construction activities (e.g., noise, odor, dust, etc) or when work 
on occupied floors may cause an inconvenience (e.g., early/late working hours). While efforts will be taken to minimize these 
instances, some inconvenience is inevitable. In these instances, we expect to employ:

1) Flex cubes: the establishment of alternation work stations throughout the regional office where staff can temporarily relocate. 
Efforts are currently underway to make spaces available on all floors.
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and EPA move to the completed space. 

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floor 21

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floor 17

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floor 16

Results of Indoor Air Quality in Park Place Building, Floor 2

Results of Indoor Air Quality in Park Place Building, Floor 1

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floor 14

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floor 15

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floor 19

Results of Indoor Air Quality Testing in Park Place Building, Floors 14 & 15 (fungal spores).
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